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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY CONCERNING ALLEGED IDE DESTRUCTION 
OF BYZANTINE MONASTERY 

REE: TEL AVIV 3900 

1. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS PROVIDED US WITH 

THE FOLLOWING EXPLANATION OF THE ALLEGED IDF DESTRUCTION 
OF A BYZANTINE ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE AT TABGA. 

2. IN SEPTEMBER 1976, IN THE COURSE OF WIDENING A ROAD, 

AN ARMY BULLDOZER BY MISTAKE HIT PART OF AN ANCIENT WALL 
IN THE VICINITY OF SOME ARCHEOLOGICAL DIGGINGS AT TABGA. 

THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MINISTRY OE RELIGIOUS AEFAIRS 
SHORTLY AFTER THE INCIDENT EXPRESSED HIS REGRETS TO THE 
FRANCISCAN FATHERS UNDER WHOSE SPONSORSHIP THE DIG WAS 
TAKING PLACE. ON NOVEMBER 10, 1976 THROUGH A REQUEST 
FROM THE MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AEFAIRS, A MEETING BETWEEN 
ARMY OFFICERS AND THE FRANCISCANS WAS ARRANGED AND THE 
FATHERS ASKED FOR: A) A LETTER OF APOLOGY; B) THE RIGHTS 
TO RESTORE THE SITE; C) AS A GESTURE OF COMPENSATION, 

THAT THE ARMY INSTALL AT ITS EXPENSE A PARKING LOT 
FOR THE FRANCISCANS NEAR THE DIG. ON NOVEMBER 18, 

1976 A DEFENSE MINISTRY OEFICIAL SENT A LETTER TO 
THE FRANCISCANS ACCEPTING THEIR THREE PROPOSALS. AS 
OF FEBRUARY 1977, AT WHICH TIME THE FRANCISCANS AND 
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THE ARMY WERE COOPERATING IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THEIR AGREEMENT, THE IDF CLOSED ITS FILE IN THE MATTER. 

3. MINISTRY OFEICIAL EXPRESSED HIS UNDERSTANDING FOR 
THE OUTRAGE EELT BY THE PRIEST RESPONSIBLE EOR THE 
ARCHELOGICAL DIG BUT SAID THAT THE PRIEST'S ACCOUNT 

OF WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED HAD BEEN HIGHLY EXAGGERATED. 
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